
CECIL C. FULToN, JR.
102 SOUTII STATE STREET

Do\rER, DELAIMARE

Oetober 26, 1962.

R" AIan Bebout, Corz'es. Secy.1
Beta Epsilon Chapter, Kappa Alpha 0rder,
University of ilela.wa"re,
l.levrark, Dela,rr,'are.

Dear Brother Beboutl

&f oId clessmate and Brotr:.er K. A.r Eowa.rd.
D . Neill of Los Angeles, has recentJy sent me, with e very
brief note of tra.nsmittal, your letter to hin of September ?4th
a::.CL Brother Carr,reant s letter of Septeinber lgth. Apparently
ycu are endeavoring to obtain a prcture of the ch;.rter members
of Beta Epsiion zrlri i,n account of it I s origi-n. As one of the
earliest members, although not a Che.iter }ileuber, I offer rqy

contribution along that line for r*h:Lt it me;r be worth.

BI,TA EPSILoN CHA1IIER, KAPPA ATPHA OF}ER.

During the 1S5 - O4 schola"stic year at Delavrare CoJ.lege,
a:nong the dormitory dwell-ers v,ras a congenia-} group of young men
ia the oormitory u""1ior of the main buildiag now, in 1962,
kaown as ttOld Coliegerr. Ia the frait of the building, and to
south of the sti*.i:'vray, were four rooms kncrlvn as Devilts Den, and
at ttre,,t time three of the rooms irere occupiea by Lueien Green
room|ng u,ith Hayes Itilson, Silliam Lawton rooning with hiarvel
Gooclen and Bassett Ferguson oecupyiag one room alone. Dornr tne
haIl, north of tlie stairr,,a Xr in the section of the hall known
as Poverty Row, were Joe Truxton a"nd Stuart Groves Rooming to-
gether ancl Eugene $hallcross rooming aIone.

tfithin tirls group was conceived the itiea of orgeni.zing a
fratenrity che,"pter rchieh n:ight be affiliated with one of the
nationeLl fra.ternities . Tire tl:ought is believed to heve ori.g-
inateri with iri:riton a-Ithough he atnci. Green rvorkert elose\y togeth-
er anci it meiy hr"ve been Green. After several discussions with
tirose previor-rs\r mentioned, corresponrience was begrur whieh l-ed
to an invit*"tj"nn fron the Kappe Ji.li:ha Cbapter at Johns Hopkins
Ilniversi-ty for some of the group to vj,sit uha.t cha.pter at Balt-
i-more. The invite-tion ?yas elceepterj and Trurton, G:=een e;nd one
other vrent to Balbimore for a.n eveaing tt the chapter house
tnere in orli-er ttrat the ilopki-ns men might Lre,ve an or;il,rrtr:nity to
fraternize wi.th them and to observe anci report on ti:eir personal
characteristies, soelal gra-ces, an<i general suitability for men-
bership tn such an rilustrious organization.

One of the sielelights of th;t visit",,.ra.s recounted when the
Delaware visltors returneti to l{ewe.rk. Lucien Green rlas an
athlete a,nd a- football plzyer, and .ras one of the finest charact-
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ers, one of the, most poi)ul-ar :rnd best "L-i;ed rnen to aitend DeIa-
w€,.re Coilege. After the forrnEil visitlng at the Baltinore Cirap-
ter, tire hosts suggestei a. iittle socis.}i.bi1i$r anci ar,keti wlu:t
the guests ,r'roulci like to drink. Green, who wri,s very temper-
ate, in fact almost a teetotalur, said that they night bring
him vrhiskey. Tl'lren e"skecl rnhra.*, whj.ekey he ,:referred he tr:Id them
he did not know thele was e-rry lcincl but just plain whiskey.

At ar6r rate the authorization for a chi;.r-rer was soon i-ssued
from Kappa Alplm heaic.qur,rters ancl several of the Johns Hopki;rs
men came to itlewe.rk io inst&I1. Beta Epsiron Chapter e:rd to ini-
tiate the cira-r'u,er members of who,l there were eight orevi.ous\r
mentioiiecl anci nore specii'J.ca-i1y named as foiior'rs;

Joseph !l . Tru>iton, Georgetovrn, De1.,
Lucien Greea, ftflir:aletovne, De1.
Bassett Ferguson, Blackbird, DeI.
Eugei:e H.,ShallcrossrL{iddletov,rn, DeI.
J. ,Stuart G:'oves, Eilmington, De}.
IlilLian Lawton, rffllraington, De1.
T.iIar.rvel Gooden Jr.Dover, DeI.
lri.Hoyes t;'l'ilson, Dover, DeI"
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None of the ru:mes of i;ite K. As. who eame fron ihe Hopkins
Cha,pter to conduct the installation is reealleri at th:is late
date. The date of 'uhe installation is reca]-led to i:ave been
in 3'ebn:aqy 1904 wirich crin be eonfirned from ofi.'icial recorris.
Truxtoi: was elected the first Number One or Presi.dent, and
Sha-ileross r,as elected the first Scribe or Secretary.

At ttre first regular meeti.ng of Bete. E.i:silon the:'eafter
four aciditi-onal men E'ere initiated as fol]-ows:

1904.
1905,
1905.

of 1905.
of 19u5"
of 1905.
of 1905.

Samuel i\{.D. l,;larshEil1,
fta.nk B. Evc.ns,
Henry i1r. I6rnoa11,
Raii:h lY.E. Bov,rler,

LIilford, DeI. Class
Elkton, f,tId. C1ass
Y,yoming, Del" Class
Washington, D.C0}rss

At a subriequent meetingra iittle later i.n i:hr: si:riitrg of
1904, tlio nembers of i;he CL:.ss of 1El,J6 vrere teicen in. They
were:

H. irlorton St:phens, $feee*eeE pg, Class of 19U6.
OriginalJy fron ir,{iocrletov,rn, DeI"

Cecil C. trbJ-ton Jr., Dover Del. Class of 19O6.
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This entire group, consistlng of ail tire merobers who rvere
initia-ted Lrefore the 1904 Commencement exe:'cisese sent 'bo l ilm-
ington one Satur,.ray, donned their eveni-ng clothes, anc sat for
the first cheLpter .ohotograph ever taken. [Sr original pho"l'"o-
gri;Lph, taken that ciay ancl with itrs original ma.t and frame,
acconi:aaies this letter for whr'tever disposition the present
cha;oter chooses to me"ke. On the back is attached a treinspaf-
ency with names of ti:e men as loce-tea in the picture for ease
of icientification.

At a meeting .ori.or to rhe 1904 Commencement Evans wE-s

cirosen Nr:mber One and tr\rlton, Scribe, for the 19o4 - 05 year.
The succession to the l{umber One position },ras:

lst i{o. 1. Joseph D. Tnulton, t04.
ilnd No. I. Ibank B" EVans, ,05,
Srcl No.l. Cecil 6. fulton ir.r?C6.
4th No" 1. Harry /t. lliill-er, rA7.
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The €oregoing account represents to the best of ry ability
tiie events end persons srmounding and co&.tect,ed with the origin
and beginning of Beta l;psilon Ci:a,oter of Kappa A1pha. Shori-ld
any oificial note be made of this account, I suggest that befo re
ar5r record is ma<ie of it, a coi"ryof the e-ecomt should be cir-
cula.ted to the three sruwiving Charter lJenbers for their sug-
gestions, eorectioils, or app:'ova1 and tlu,t their signatur"es
shou-ld be ai:pended.

Wittr further reference to the ear\y C:ys of Beta. npsilon,
a sroall koCak lrictr.rre is rilso etrclose(i wtr-ich was taken in the
spring of 1906. fn it is fl, Fres Berurett, liilnington, .i-ieI.
whose neime I believe he.s never a.ppii;ared in a recent tE'buls"tion
of Chapter members. He transferred after tvro yeeirs to the Uuiv-
ersity of Virginle; anci I tirink oiea at an ear\r age. f74, wrrs
Dr. Faul ii{i:mell, a nsrtive Kentuckian, a chemist, and er Regi.onal
Comnander on official visit at tkr"t tirne. ,.{i15, was Sterelg, the
very young child of Dr. al-rd lrirs. lialter ;:teele who U.ved airect-
\r a-cross the street froln the first K.A. House on iiai-n ;t.
#?0 wa"s Joseph Ilrewster, a.n &lwnnus ancr Assistr;nt llrr:ffssor of
Chemlstry.

If I ce.n be of ary assrsta"nce in arry way I shall be glaci
for you to cull oll rue. 1lS eJ:eek for annl*rl clues is enclosed.

Copy to Bro. Nei-l1.

F:raternelJ;r yours,
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BIITA E?SItOi\i CHIPTEF, - KAPPIi JiLPHi OE,NER

0rga'rrizec anri Instelleri at Delav+a:'e Col lege

Spring of 1904.

i,iEiltsIIF,S

1. Bas"ett Ferguson, Ci:arter luiember
2. krlph !f. E. Bowler
5. i{enrJr ti. Iayerirrll
4. Joseph I. Tnrxton, Char'uer lvlenber, Fi:';,t I'1o.1.
5. Cecj.l C. tr\ritonrJr"
6. H. Ii{orton Stephens
7. Yiiliian taxton, Chnrter ii'{ernber"
B. I?*nk B. Evans
g" J, Stuilrt Groves, Cillrter i;;c'mber.

10, Eugene Ii. Shall-bross, Ch,rter iiiember.
11. L ucien Green, Cha'.:'"ier i;iember"
le. T. i,-{arvel GooclenrJr., Char"i,er l{ember,
13. Senuel l-{. D" Mershul}
14. i{. Heyes Tii}son, Che,rter i,,iember.

I{OTIL:
The erbove group ccinsists of the eigilb Clu'rter ",i,'mbers anC al} oi tliose mernbers of'

Beta lpsilon Chi.pter who rrere initi:,-tea prlor to Jrute 1ltu4 Coarneneernent Exercises.

This is one ot' the first and on\r photogre-pffi:"::rug
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